
For Book Clubs: Things Seen From Above Reading Guide 

 

Whether you are a small family book club or a large library one—or 
something in between, I want to thank you for taking the time to share my 

new book together.  I believe that books are meant to be shared and 
discussed and loved—and yes, even…tasted! Have fun! 

Shelley Pearsall, Author 

Brief Synopsis 

Told from alternating viewpoints, through text and illustrations, Things Seen From Above, is 

a story of friendship, nonconformity, and the importance of art in changing our 

perspectives.  Perfect for visual-spatial readers (grades 4 – 7). 

The story features Joey Byrd, a fourth grade outcast who struggles in school; April, a sixth 

grader who is trying to escape from the social drama of the lunchroom; Mr. Ulysses, an 

observant and inventive janitor; and Veena, a new student from India.  The setting is 

Marshallville, Michigan – a fictional town outside Battle Creek, Michigan. 

Connect It:  This novel connects well with  Wonder by R.J. Palacio, Rules by Cynthia Lord, 

Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin and Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli. 

 

Discussion Questions To Get You Started…  

1.) Things Seen From Above is a story about perspective and different points of view. For 

instance: Who is looked up to? Who is looked down on? Who is an insider? Who is an 

outsider? Who sees the smallest details? Who sees the big picture?  

 

2.) Talk about the character you related to the most and tell why.  

 

3.) How did your impressions of Joey and April change as you 
read more about them? 
 

4.) Do you agree or disagree with Joey’s art and abilities being 
made public?  
 



 
5.) How did you feel about Joey leaving Marshallville at the end of the book?  Did it have 

to happen or not?  Where do you imagine he might be now? 
 

6.) In the Author’s Note, the boy who inspired the story says, “Different kids like me 
have to use our creativity to escape trouble.”  What do you think he means? 
 

7.) How can we help kids like Joey Byrd? Share some of your own ideas. 
 

8.) Try this! Close your eyes for 1 – 2 minutes and imagine you’re a bird.  Picture how it 
would feel to have wings and where you would fly.  Open your eyes and share what 
you imagined and how you felt.    

 
Suggested Book-Related Eats and Treats 

Pepperoni Pizza (Joey’s favorite food)  Froot Loops, Pretzels & Cereal  
Pancakes (minus the cattail flour!)   Popcorn 

Suggested Creative Activities 

Use outdoor chalk to create a large spiral to walk on as a group & let go of 
daily worries and stress.   

Make your own birds-eye view pictures with crayons or markers.  See an 
example here: https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/drawing/birds-eye-view-dandelions/.   

Take photos of ordinary objects from above and make a group display or video 

Websites & Videos 

Check out some of the videos on the websites of these amazing “birds-eye” artists:  

www.stephenwiltshire.co.uk   www.sandcircles.co.uk  

Connect with Author Shelley Pearsall 

If your book club is reading Things Seen From Above between April 1 and September 30, 

2020—you can schedule a FREE 15-minute video chat with Shelley for your group via 

Skype.  Must be booked in advance by an adult group leader and offer is subject to Shelley’s 

availability.  Contact: shelleyvisits@yahoo.com 
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