
 

 

TROUBLE DON’T LAST 
Winner of the Scott O’Dell Medal for Historical Fiction 

Bank Street College of Education Best Book of the Year Selection 

 
A suspenseful story of the Underground Railroad which immerses readers in the 

emotional journey of two runaways — one young and one old. “Astonishing…a 

thrilling escape story”  -- Booklist, starred review 

 

Curriculum connections: Underground Railroad, African-American History, Civil War. 

Recommended for Grades 4 to 8. 

Books by Penguin Random House Author 

Shelley Pearsall 

ALL OF THE ABOVE (Hachette Books) 
American Library Association Notable Book 

ALA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers  

 
A great STEM choice!  Inspired by actual events, the novel follows the lives of 

four students in a Cleveland middle school and their quest to set a world math 

record.  Filled with unexpected humor, poignant characters, and some tasty 

recipes to enjoy.  “This tale sparkles…” -- Publishers Weekly 

 

Curriculum connections: STEM, MakerSpace, Geometry, Family and Community 

Recommended for Grades 4 to 7. 

THE SEVENTH MOST IMPORTANT THING 

Indie Next List Pick by the American Booksellers Association 

 
The story of how a crime brings together an angry, thirteen-year-old boy and a 

reclusive neighborhood artist…and how the surprising outcome changes both 

of their lives forever.  Starred reviews in School Library Journal and Booklist. 

“Luminescent.” — Kirkus Reviews, starred. 

 

Curriculum connections: MakerSpace, Art and Artists, Family and Community. 

Recommended for Grades 5 to 8. 



CROOKED RIVER 

Great Lakes Book Award finalist 

 
The dramatic story of an 1812 murder trial. Told in the alternating voices of 

a thirteen-year-old settler girl and a Chippewa Indian on trial for his life, the 

novel takes a powerful look at the clash of two cultures on the frontier. 

“Outstanding.” -- Kirkus Reviews, starred 

 

Curriculum connections: Early Settlement, Native American cultures, Poetry 

Recommended for Grades 5 to 8. 

ALL SHOOK UP 

Junior Library Guild selection 
 
The King of Rock and Roll lives! And he’s Josh’s dad. A hilarious novel about a 

teenage boy and his father discovering some surprising things about each other. A 

good choice for summer reading lists or an all-school read.   

“A very funny tale told by a terrifically engaging young narrator.” -- VOYA 

JUMP INTO THE SKY 

National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Notable Book 

Bulletin Blue Ribbon Book 
 
The story of a father and son, a secret World War II mission, and a summer of 

smoke and fire.  JUMP INTO THE SKY is the first fiction book for youth to feature 

the surprising mission of a black paratrooper unit in the war.  “A poignant, power-

ful tale…” — Booklist, starred review 

 

Curriculum connections: World War II, Civil Rights, Historical Fiction 

Recommended for Grades 6 to 8 

Shelley’s books are available through major retail, educational and  

independent booksellers, and Amazon.com.  All titles are  

Accelerated Reader (AR) selections and free teaching materials can  

be found at www.shelleypearsall.com/forTeachers.htm 

http://www.shelleypearsall.com/forTeachers.htm

